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PREMIER 

Carson Street School — Conductive Education Review — Personal Explanation 
MR C.J. BARNETT (Cottesloe — Premier) [4.00 pm]: Mr Acting Speaker, I seek leave to make a personal 
statement.  

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr A.P. O’Gorman): Granted. 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: In debate earlier this afternoon, the member for Victoria Park moved a motion relating to a 
report into conductive education at Carson Street School. In response—bearing in mind that the minister had had 
only a very limited amount of time to find out what may or may not have happened—both the Minister for 
Education and I stated that the report had been received electronically at her office. It now appears that is not 
correct, and that a hard copy was received at her office, scanned into the computer system and printed out. But 
what is true is that the minister received the same copy that the member for Victoria Park received.  

What concerns me—I think it would concern all members—is that there are clearly two versions of this report. 
One version was sent to the school; another version ended up with, obviously, the member for Victoria Park. 
Whether that is a matter of a draft and a final version, I cannot answer, and whether alterations were made to a 
version, I cannot answer, but I have spoken to the Public Sector Commissioner and requested that he investigate 
this matter as a matter of urgency, and I am about to formalise that in writing to him.  

But, again, I will correct the public record: to the best of the minister’s and my knowledge, the report was 
received in hard copy form and then scanned, rather than received electronically. I am simply not, and neither is 
the minister, in a position to shed any light on whether there is a draft and a final version and whether there has 
been some change to a version. Again I restate, as is appropriate, that should there be any unintentional or 
intentional alteration to that report, it will be investigated, as it should, by the Public Sector Commissioner, and, 
as I said, I will formalise that instruction, or request, to him immediately—immediately. 

Mr M.P. Whitely: How can it be unintentional? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Who knows? I do not know. 
Mr M.P. Whitely: But how could it be? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I do not know. It may be a draft and a final report; I do not know.  
 


